
The Fenton Community Orchestra was founded in August 2010 by three Fenton residents 
who wanted the opportunity to play in a multi-generational orchestra. Now in its 

thirteenth season, FCO has grown to more than 90 orchestra members and includes a 
second group - Simply Strings.  They perform to thousands of audience members every 
year. FCO is a regional organization with musicians from Fenton, Lake Fenton, Birch Run, 
Byron, Clarkston, Davisburg, Davison, Durand, Flint, Grand Blanc, Hartland, Holly, Howell, 
Linden, Perry, Rochester Hills, Saginaw, Swartz Creek and other communities. Since the 

inception of the FCO, more than 300 musicians have performed with its ensembles.

Historic Highlights

• Since its founding in 2010, the FCO has grown 
from 30 musicians to over 145 members. 
FCO musicians range in age from 8 to 86.

• Musicians commute from all across 
Michigan, including 20+ 
surrounding communities.

• In the past 12 years, over 
40,000 community 
members enjoyed FCO 
offerings through 
concerts, events 
and activities. 

COVID Impact

The FCO and 
Simply Strings were 
excited to return to 
in-person rehearsals 
and performances this 
season. To ensure the 
safety of its members, FCO 
implemented a mandatory mask 
and vaccination policy. With reduced 
membership, FCO regained its strength and 
returned to a full season of concerts.

Season 12 Summary

The FCO’s Season Twelve provided many 
opportunities for musicians and community 
members to be inspired and engaged in the 
arts. We returned to in-person music activities, 
rehearsals and concerts that inspired musicians to 
take part in the cultural richness of our community. 

Additionally, the FCO musicians encouraged each 
other to stay active outside of rehearsal hours by 
practicing their instruments and improving skills. 
Musicians would participate in Practice Challenges 
by uploading and sharing their own rehearsal 
videos to Facebook. The FCO served a wide 

range of community members in our 
twelfth season. The FCO hosted 

an audience of more than 
3,000 attendees between 

our December & April 
concerts held at Fenton 

High School, our annual 
Concert in the Park, 
and other community 
special events. 

Simply Strings, 
Saturday Strings 

and Summer Strings 
introduced new members 

to our organization, giving 
them a relaxed environment 

in which to further their skills 
under the tutelage of a string 

pedagogue. These groups provided 
less experienced musicians a platform to learn, 
grow and perform music. They also allowed the 
FCO string members to have another group to 
perform with, and to serve as mentors if desired. 
Continuing to offer music instruction during 
these times has allowed the FCO not only to 
keep providing educational experiences to our 
community members, but also to ensure the 
quality of programming and future performances.
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FCO Strategic pillars

Mission 

Creating Opportunities 
for Musicians to participate in 
a Community Orchestra under 

qualified artistic leadership.

Enriching Community Life 
by sharing the Orchestra 

experience and performing 
arts with all citizens. 

The Fenton Community Orchestra provides a place for musicians of all 
ages to connect through music and offers uplifting, educational, and 

entertaining programs, both for our members and our audiences.

The FCO is a 501c3 non-profit organization and donations 
are tax deductible (Tax ID: 27-3332801).

Engaging Stakeholders 
to advance the sustainability 

of the organization 
and its mission.

www.fentonorchestra.org
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Contact Us:
P.O. Box 73, Fenton, MI 48430 • (810) 390-5020

FentonCommunityOrchestra@gmail.com • FentonOrchestra.org

About The Fenton Orchestra



Corporate Sponsors
Fenton’s Open Book
First Choice Heating & Cooling (Fenton)
The State Bank
Marathon Flint Oil Co

Community Partners
Fenton Area Public Schools
Southern Lakes Parks and Recreation
City of Fenton DDA
City of Fenton Arts & Culture Commission

Associations
Fenton & Linden Regional Chamber of Commerce
Michigan Nonprofit Association
League of American Orchestras

Board of Directors

Chair of the Board
Eric Szczepanski

Treasurer
Mike Miceli

Secretary
Kathy Kortge 

Directors
Denis Brown 
Jordan Brown 
Kathy Kortge 
Carl Pearson 
Laurie Stiers 
Pat Valentine

Music Directors 
Andrew David Perkins – Full Orchestra

Jane Ball – Simply Strings 

Staff 
Tetyana Clarke, Operations Manager 

Contributors to the Fenton Community Orchestra for the Fiscal Year 2022
THANK YOU to our supporters for enabling the Orchestra to continue providing meaningful opportunities for the community.

  Largo Circle Sponsors 
($50-$249)
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Blackbaud Giving Fund
Anne & Gail Brzezniak
Cause & Affect Gallery
Ellen & Dan Cotcher
Creative Foam
Eva Curtis
David Dipka
John & Norie Erickson – in memory of Eric Eichler
Mr. & Mrs. William Erickson – in memory of Eric Eichler
Milton Fust – in memory of Eric Eichler
Charles & Donna Harrison
Kirsten & Slater Hawes
Keri & Jeff Jaggers
Gregory & Jacklynn Kimmer
Cheryl & Chas Kopplin
William & Charlene Kromer
Robert & Rosemary Lutz
Carmella Murray
Ashley Navock
Elizabeth Neisloss – in memory of Will Hale
Marcia Pavkovich
Thomas Renaud – in memory of Eric Eichler
Jerry Rucker
Eric & Melanie Szczepanski
Tim & Kathleen Szczepanski
Roger & Alice Wiles

Andante Circle 
($250-$499)      
Consumers Energy
Karen & Lawrence Eichler
David & Cheryl Hajciar
Paul & Susan McEwen
Lori Riggs
Diana Voges
Michael & Sandra Williams
Michele Bogden – in memory of Dennis Bogden

Allegro Circle 
($500-$999)
Gordon Gilliam
Kim Hale
Julie Kaufman
Brenda & Mike Miceli
Network For Good Corporation 
Ralph & Frances Steward
Michael & Kirstin Tesner

FCO programs are sponsored by the Greater Flint Arts Council Share Art 
Genesee Grant Program made possible by the Genesee County Arts Education 

and Cultural Enrichment Millage funds. Your tax dollars are at work!

The FCO is 
supported in part 
by grants from: 

Numbers at a glance
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Earned
Revenue: $46,890.00

Investment
Contributed

Expenses: $67,406.00
Program
Management & General
Fundraising

Director Circle
($1,000-$4,999)
Melba Clapp
Bonnie Hagler-Boyd
Jerry & Kathleen Kortge – in memory of Will Hale
Jim & Kathy Kortge – Fidelity Charitable Trust
Lou & Sue Oleszkiewicz 
David & Linda Roeser

Chairman Circle Sponsors 
($5,000+)
Greater Flint Arts Council Share 
      Art Genesee Grant Program
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
      & the National Endowment for the Arts
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